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laying her on the floor, roll her about rapidly until the flames
are extinguished.
Children sometimes scald their mouths or throats by drink-
ing out of teapots or kettles. In these cases the scalded parts
swell up quickly and suffocation comes on. Send for a doctor
at once, as a slight operation will probably be necessary.
While the doctor is coming, wrap the child in a blanket, apply
hot flannels to the outside of the throat, and give a little olive
or salad oil to drink.
Bites and Stings
Bites of animals should not be regarded as trivial, since
they often become inflamed or " poisoned." The immediate
treatment of all bites is thorough and vigorous sucking of the
wound and spitting out the saliva and blood from the mouth.
Free bleeding should be encouraged for a time. Then clean
the wound with mercuric iodide soap.
Abroad, bites of animals have to be treated much more
seriously owing to the possibility of the terrible disease known
as hydrophobia being communicated by the bite. In England
the disease is of rare occurrence. Public notice is given of
the outbreak of rabies, as the disease is called in animals,
and all dogs are muzzled by order.
There is only one kind of poisonous snake found in England,
the viper or adder. Its bite rarely causes death. If the part
bitten is a limb, it should be at once tied round with string
above the wound; this prevents the blood flowing from the
bite into the general circulation.
If the sting has been left in the skin, it must- be squeezed
out very carefully. Then rub on the spot a strong solution
of washing soda, 'or ammonia, or paint on tincture of iodine.
If there is any faintness, give stimulants.
Bruises
The simplest treatment for bruised or swollen parts is to
bathe continuously with hot water for half an hour.